
USA Elective Students February 2020 

 

 

 

Abigale Berry (left of picture) 

Abby is a final year medical student from the University of Missouri, School of Medicine. She 

is interested in global health, community medicine and paediatrics. She has spent time in 

Ireland, Kenya and now South Africa. Abby's final presentation was a look at the challenges in 

Prexposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) in the USA vs South Africa - particularly for adolescents. She 

raised some challenging points about dealing with confidentiality and consent for these 

teenagers.  

 

Calli Morris (middle of picture) 

Calli is a final year student from the University of Missouri who is passionate about paediatrics 

- specifically neonatology.  Her final presentation was a thorough overview of the different 

studies looking at the impact of HIV on neurodevelopmental outcomes.  

 

 



She writes this about the elective: 

"[The elective] truly opened my eyes to how medicine is practiced in another country and 

how to care for others from a different culture that often speak a different language from me. 

I learned so much about South Africa's history through this elective and it really challenged 

me to always see the story behind each person I met and understand how the injustices that 

some people have historically faced continue to impact their health. Overall, I feel like I grew 

as a future physician and person because of this elective and I feel so thankful for that." 

 

Joe-Ann Lourens (right of picture) 

Joe-Ann is a final year student at the Avalon University School of Medicine in Curacao, Ohio. 

Joe-Ann brought a unique international perspective to the elective program. She spent most 

of her childhood in South Africa, but has lived in Canada and is now studying in the USA. She 

did an excellent final presentation comparing the Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission 

(PMTCT) of HIV programs in South Africa and Canada - looking at the unique challenges of 

preventing transmission in High and low prevalence countries, and what can be learnt from 

each setting.  

 

 

 

 

 


